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Musical notation






1 Pitches

See also Section “Pitches” in Notation Reference.

Adding ambitus per voice

Ambitus can be added per voice. In this case, the ambitus must be moved manually to prevent
collisions.

\new Staff <<
\new Voice \with {
\consists "Ambitus_engraver"
} \relative c'' {
\override Ambitus.X-offset = 2.0
\voiceOne
cd ade
f1
}
\new Voice \with {
\consists "Ambitus_engraver"
} \relative c' {
\voiceTwo
es4d £ g as
b1

%‘.
N
&
00

Adding an ottava marking to a single voice

If you have more than one voice on the staff, setting octavation in one voice transposes the
position of notes in all voices for the duration of the ottava bracket. If the octavation is only
intended to apply to one voice, the Ottava_spanner_engraver should be moved to Voice
context.

\layout {
\context {
\Staff
\remove Ottava_spanner_engraver
+
\context {
\Voice
\consists Ottava_spanner_engraver
+
+

{
\clef bass
<< {<gd'>1~ g2 <c' e'> }
\\
{
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r2.
\ottava -1
<b,,, b,,>4 ~ |
q2
\ottava 0
<c e>2
+
>>
}
o—d 4
6 ) [ @ ) 7
7€ 2
- O

Aiken head thin variant noteheads

Aiken head white notes get harder to read at smaller staff sizes, especially with ledger lines.
Losing interior white space makes them appear as quarter notes.

\score {
{
\aikenHeads
c''2a' ¢' a

/% Switch to thin-variant noteheads

\set shapeNoteStyles = ##(doThin reThin miThin
faThin sol laThin tiThin)

c'' a'¢c' a

[

I N
\ W I
|

A
|
|

P

- - - —
= =

Altering the length of beamed stems

Stem lengths on beamed notes can be varied by overriding the beamed-lengths property of the
details of the Stem. If a single value is used as an argument, the length applies to all stems.
When multiple arguments are used, the first applies to eighth notes, the second to sixteenth
notes and so on. The final argument also applies to all notes shorter than the note length of the
final argument. Non-integer arguments may also be used.

\relative c'' {

\override Stem.details.beamed-lengths = #'(2)
a8l al a16[ al a32[ al
\override Stem.details.beamed-lengths
a8[ al al6[ al] a32[ a] r8 |

\override Stem.details.beamed-lengths = #'(8)
a8[ al
\override Stem.details.beamed-lengths = #'(8.5)
a8[ al

#'(8 10 12)
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\revert Stem.details.beamed-lengths
a8[ al] al6[ al] a32[ al] ri16 |

}
h [—
\J 3 I | — < <
()

Ambitus

Ambitus indicate pitch ranges for voices.

Accidentals only show up if they are not part of the key signature. AmbitusNoteHead grobs
also have ledger lines.

\layout {
\context {
\Voice
\consists "Ambitus_engraver"

b
+

<<
\new Staff {
\relative c' {
\time 2/4
c4 '
+
+
\new Staff {
\relative c' {
\time 2/4
\key d \major
cis4 as'

YY) o
Ambitus after key signature

By default, ambitus are positioned at the left of the clef. The \ambitusAfter function al-
lows for changing this placement. Syntax is \ambitusAfter grob-interface; see Graphical

Object Interfaces (https://lilypond.org/doc/v2.24/Documentation/internals/
graphical-object-interfaces) for a list of possible values for grob-interface.


https://lilypond.org/doc/v2.24/Documentation/internals/graphical-object-interfaces
https://lilypond.org/doc/v2.24/Documentation/internals/graphical-object-interfaces
https://lilypond.org/doc/v2.24/Documentation/internals/graphical-object-interfaces

Chapter 1: Pitches 8

A common use case is printing the ambitus between key signature and time signature.

\new Staff \with {
\consists Ambitus_engraver
} \relative {
\ambitusAfter key-signature
\key d \major
es'8 g bes cis d2

EEES

Ambitus with multiple voices

Adding the Ambitus_engraver to the Staff context creates a single ambitus per staff, even in
the case of staves with multiple voices.

\new Staff \with {
\consists "Ambitus_engraver"
+
<<
\new Voice \relative c'' {
\voiceOne
cd ade
f1

T

\new Voice \relative c' {
\voiceTwo
esd f g as
b1

o)l

Applying note head styles depending on the step of the scale

The shapeNoteStyles property can be used to define various note head styles for each step of
the scale (as set by the key signature or the tonic property).

This property requires a set of symbols, which can be purely arbitrary (geometrical expres-
sions such as triangle, cross, and xcircle are allowed) or based on old American engraving
tradition (some latin note names are also allowed).

That said, to imitate old American song books, there are several predefined note head styles
available through shortcut commands such as \aikenHeads or \sacredHarpHeads.

This example shows different ways to obtain shape note heads, and demonstrates the ability
to transpose a melody without losing the correspondence between harmonic functions and note
head styles.
fragment = {

\key c \major
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c2 d
e2 f
g2 a
b2 ¢

\new Staff {
\transpose c d
\relative c' {
\set shapeNoteStyles

##(do re mi fa
#f la ti)
\fragment

}
\break

\relative c' {
\set shapeNoteStyles

##(cross triangle fa #f
mensural xcircle diamond)
\fragment

(]

P

===

|

N (@
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P P

i 2
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TR

%

Automatically changing the stem direction of the middle note
based on the melody

LilyPond can alter the stem direction of the middle note on a staff so that it follows the melody,
by adding the Melody_engraver to the Voice context.

The context property suspendMelodyDecisions may be used to turn off this behavior locally.

\relative c'' {
\time 3/4
a8 bgfbgl
\set suspendMelodyDecisions = #it
a bgfbgl
\unset suspendMelodyDecisions
c bdcbec|

+
\layout {
\context {
\Voice
\consists "Melody_engraver"
\autoBeam0ff

}
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Changing ottava text
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Intern